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THE DIRECTOR ’ Honrnae

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

National Intelligence Council 9 November 1983

NOTE FOR: VC/NIC (C.W.)
DDI
ExDir

The politics of the Soviet forced labor
issue are heating up. I think we are off-the-hook.
0GI and SOVA did an excellent job laying out the
specific evidence, but leaving judgments to the
Treasury lawyers.

Maurice C. Ernst
NIO/Economics

Attachment: New York Times article dtd 9 Nov 83

cc: D/SOVA
D/0GI
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Jricasy on Sodet Trade I‘ssue

i "lwgmtesgﬁte;;mmmw mmmﬁa
i ‘Special to The New York Times - { combining lligence informa- for radio

* WASHINGTON, Nov. 8 — An unex. | tion about industries in which such ac-
meﬁdaﬁmbylm ﬁvltylsthmgmtohaveoewnedand
) Donald T. CommemeDepanment onSWiet
| Regan to bar the importation of some | imports. T T
/| Soviet goods said to be made with the |-
.| help of forced labor has put the Treas- |
‘1 ury chief in what aides say is an awk-
- | ward position. o
! aneptember ‘William von Raab, the
i year-oldComm!ssionerofmsmms
‘{saidin a letter to Mr. Reganthathe had |
/|information that “‘reasonably indi- |
| cates’ that some three dazen products |

B reign 5
made with "cmviet labor” or “forced |
:| labor.”

: Adminismtim otﬁdals nid that |!
i, | Mr. von Raab’s recommendation took [-
- +| Mr. Regan by surprise and caused con- |:
{'| siderable unease within the Treasury |
' | because Mr. von Raab appeared to be |
; | aligning himself with the hard-line fac- |-
i { tion that was pushing to curtail exports |-
1 { of goods to the Soviet Union in reaction |,
v tothedowningofakomanAirlines :
; planeonSept.1. - - - Sk
: thabAsbdto'l‘enﬂy -k
*{ Mr. Regan’s response has been to |
. { ask Mr. von Raab to b:
- | tion up to date with help
tral Inf

; Agency. Treasury offi
| cials said they expected such informa. [,
!1tion by the end of this week. Mean- |.
;| while, a House Foreign Affairs sub- }.
{ committee has asked Mr. von Raab, a |-
political appointee who also served |,
;under President Ford, to testify |¢
. Wednesday. : R ;
"Secretary to invoke section 307 of the |
{1930 Act, which states: “All goods, |.
;wrares, articles and merchandise |
;mined, produced or manufactured
whollyorinpartinanyfomimeo\m !
convict labor or forced labor” will |
0ot be "entitled to entry at anyofthe
ponsoﬂheumedsmt
y once before, in 1951 has the |
1United States apphed the prohbition. |
“Then it banned imports of Russian
cmbmeat on the ground that it was
by forced labor. At that time,
erican crabmeat packers, backed
some members Congress pro-
“tested that Russia was dumping crab-
meat in the United States at prices
ameﬂmpmducersemﬂdnmxneet
3 Sepator William L. Armstrong, Re-
pxbhcan of Colorado, said in a tele-
sphone interview that Treasury Depart-
{ ment officials had told him that they
| were “moving forward to consider
i regulations,” which -would put Mr.
"Rnhsrequstintoeﬂect -
- - P'mOptimistic’ ¢ .
“!'moptimlsﬂcandlhavenoreason
to doubt that they are going to enforce |/
the law, and some goods coming from |
meSovletg:i!:xwiubebaﬂed."Mr
Last month Senator Arinstrong was
the sponsor of a letter signed by 45
senators to the Treasury Secretary
mm«l that ““the United Statesas a
as well as legal obligation’ to
hngoodsmadewiththehelpoﬂoreed

'» "m:swmxldbetnmatanyume”the
etter said, ""but the need for enforce-

. Meanwhile, aceomalrdlng t&::: ‘:g;!z'sm i
by a Congressi group 0rs
e Helsinki accords, $138.2 million of
$228.6 million of 1982 imports from
Soviet Union were made by indus-
ries ‘‘which partnlly rely on forced
bor.” The Commission on Security || -
Cooperation in Europe said in a |’
jone-page report that there was no con-
¥crete information on the actual value of | -
Eimports from the Soviet Union known |:
;'-ho have been made with forced labor. :
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